22

from a clock or a bell, are enumerated as symptoms of epilepsy.
In this morbid state of feeling he is said to have, heard a
voice, and, on raising his head, beheld Gabriel, who assured
him he was the prophet of God. Frightened, he returned home,
and called for covering. He had a fit, and they poured cold
water on him; and when he- came to himself he heard those
words (LXXIV.), " Oh, thou covered one, arise, and preach, and
magnify thy Lord;" and henceforth, we are told, he received,
revelations without intermission. Before this supposed reve-
lation he had been medically treated on account of the eyil eye;
and when the Koran first descended to him he fell into feint-
ing fits, when, after violent -shudderings, his eves closed,
and his mouth foamed. Khadijah offered to bring him to
one who would dispossess him of the evil spirit, but he for-
bade her. All his visions, however, were not of this painful
nature. To Harith ebn Hisham's inquiry, he said the angel
often appeared to. him in a human form (commonly as his
friend Dibla), and sometimes he had a revelation without
any appearance. "Many," says an author much used by
Weil, "he had immediately from God, as in his journey
to his throne; many in dreams; and it was one of his
common sayings, that a prophet's dream is a revelation,"
According to Ayesha, whenever the angel appeared to him
though extremely cold, perspiration burst forth on his forehead,
his eyes became red, and he would bellow like ti young camel.
On one of these occasions," says a traditionist, " his shoulder
fell upon mine, and I never felt one so heavy." Once the
communicator came to him riding on a camel, and he trembled
violently, and knelt down. He was angry when gazed upon
during these fits. He looked like a drunken man, and they
thought he would have died. It is difficult to form a positive
judgment on such a person; yet enthusiasm, if at any time it
deserted him, seems to have revived, for his conduct, during
his last illness, is not that of an hypocrite. To enable the
reader to judge for himself, I have endeavoured to exhibit
Mohammed as he appears to have been, only adding, that his
character is merely a subject of historical curiosity, for it is